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Athornia Steele Takes the Helm

Hosts: Gina Jacobs, 3L,
and Seth Bogin, 3L
Mondays—2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays—1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

as Dean of Nova Southeastern University's Shepard Broad Law Center

Side Bar
Weird News and Hollywood Qossip

Prior to entering academia, Steele was an assistant attorney general for
Ohio from 1977 tol980. In 1978, he was assistant legal counsel to the
Ohio Attorney General's Task Force on Minorities in Business. He earned
a juris doctor degree from Capital University Law School in 1977 and
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics from Capital University.

dation, the Advisory Committee of Corporate Social Responsibility, and
the Committee on Appeals.

Hosts: Rob Karpeles, 3L,
and Hollie Kirsner, 4L
Tuesdays—4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays—4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

A Brief Chat with Athornia Steele

Out of Bounds
Your Sources for Sports Information

You hold a B.A. in Mathematics. What led you to law school?
I was always good in math, but had thought seriously about being a lawyer
when I was not thinking about art and architecture. I chose math second
ary education because I wanted a marketable degree just in case law didn't
work out. If I could have pulled it off, I would have majored in art and
mathematics. By the way, deductive and inductive analytical skills devel
oped in the study of mathematics helped me in law school.

Hosts: Steve Imparato, 3L,
and David Haft, 3L
Mondays—4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays—3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

You practiced as assistant attorney general in Ohio, and then
decided to go into teaching. What motivated you to teach1

Inside This Issue:

Most individuals who start their practice in the state attorney general's
office do so for the purpose of getting some experience with the expec
tation of moving on to private practice or other governmental agency
work. My plans were no different, except I was recruited by my alma
mater to be the first full-time director of admission. I decided to take
the job, always with the thought that I could go back to practice if it
was something I did not like. As it turns out, I never served as director.
Capital had a faculty member leave, and I was offered a tenure-track
position. So I left the attorney general's office and began my life in aca
demia teaching Business Associations and Decedents' Estates. Now the
story to deanship is truly serendipitous.
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You have been in the job for only a short time now, but what
are your early goals and plans for the Shepard Broad Law
Center during your deanship?
Athomia Steele, Dean and Professor of Law

A

thornia Steele began his tenure as the chief academic and ad
ministrative officer of the Nova Southeastern University Shep
ard Broad Law Center in August 2008. He will work with faculty
members in the development of educational programs and curriculum,
while serving our diverse faculty and the student body.

NSU has a sabbatical inspection from the ABA in the spring of 2010. Tak
ing the opportunity to do a self-study and strategic planning is at the top of
the list. I am interested in targeted program development and alumni and
fund development. As a part of both of these, I want to find meaningful
ways to tell the Law Center story.

Will U.S. News rankings be a consideration when planning
your objectives?

8-11

"The Law Center is ideally situated to continue to build its reputation and
take its place among the nation's top law schools, and I am confident that
Dean Steele will provide the leadership needed to achieve these goals,"
said Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., NSU president.

On the Docket
Back Cover

Steele comes to NSU from Capital University Law School in Columbus,
Ohio, where he had been a member of the faculty since 1980. He had
three stints as an associate dean (1993-1994, 1998-2003, and 2004-2005)
and served as interim dean from 2003 to 2004. As a professor at Capi
tal University, Steele taught courses on business associations, corporate
finance, and securities regulations and focused on governance issues of
nonprofit organizations. He was also a visiting associate professor of law
at Washington and Lee University School of Law in Lexington, Virginia,
from 1984 to 1986.

Your predecessor, Joe Harbaugh, had served for 12-plus years,
how do you hope to differentiate yourself from his tenure?

Active in the legal education community, Steele currently serves on the
American Bar Association Section of Legal Education and Admissions
to the Bar Committee on Law School Administration. He also served on
both national and regional planning committees for the Law School Ad
mission Council (LSAC) Academic Assistance Training Workshops from
1993 to 2001, chaired the Minority Affairs Committee of LSAC from
2005 to 2007, and is a current member of the LSAC Board of Trustees. In
the past, Steele was also a member of the Test Development and Research
Committee of LSAC. He has been actively involved with the Association
of American Law Schools including the AALS Sections on Academic
Support and Law Schools with Part-time Programs as well.

How can alumni and local law firms and businesses help you to
promote the value of the Law Center's programs?

NOVA Lawyer is published
by the Shepard Broad Law
Center, Office of Alumni and
Development, for its alumni,
faculty members, students,
staff members, and friends.
Please direct any
correspondence and
inquiries to
Linda Lahey, editor.

Shepard Broad Law Center
Leo Goodwin Sr. Hall
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Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Email:

Steele is also active in his church and has been on boards, committees, and
task forces of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. This involve
ment includes a six-year term on the Churchwide Council of the ELCA,
as well as serving on the board of the ELCA Endowment Fund and Foun

I have no intent to focus on rankings in decision making. I will focus on
achieving the Law Center's mission and strengthening every component
of the law school, because that's the right thing to do.

I have known Dean Harbaugh for a few years and am aware of his many
accomplishments. I have the greatest respect for him and his accomplish
ments in legal education. Similar to the rankings, my focus is not on dif
ferentiating the two of us, but being me and offering to the Law Center my
ideas and energy. Some may be to build on the work of Dean Harbaugh;
others may be in different directions. History will have to draw its own
conclusions about differences.

Educational institutions in general and law schools in particular do not
exist in a vacuum, but are interconnected and interdependent. The
law school provides training for students and programs that benefit
students and the community, especially the legal community. These
students take up important and responsible positrons in the commu
nity—advocates, counselors, associates in law firms, judges, legislators,
corporate counsel, business men and women, and more. Alumni are
our chief ambassadors, highlighting the law school through their indi
vidual stories and achievements. As we need to hear from alumni, law
firms, and businesses about what we in legal education can do better,
we also need the support—financial and otherwise—to continue to be,
training and offering the best students and programs. Understanding
and enhancing this interdependence makes us each stronger. •

laheyl@nsu.law. nova, edu

Law Center Names Adjunct Professors
of the Year
The Law Center named Charles (Chuck) B. Morton, Jr., and Gary A.
Poliakoff as Adjunct Professors of the Year. Morton was selected for his ex
cellent instruction in lawyering skills courses, while Poliakoff was chosen
for his many years of exceptional teaching of doctrinal courses.
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Morton, the chief assistant state attorney for Broward County, has served in
the Office of the State Attorney, 17th Judicial Circuit, since 1976. He re
ceived the National College of District Attorney's Lecturer of Merit Award
on two occasions. Morton has been a member of the NSU Law Center
(Continued on page 2)

Gary A.
Poliakoff (left)
and Charles B.
(Chuck) Mor
ton celebrate
at a reception
in their honor
at the Shepard
Broad Law
Center.
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(Continued from page 1)

adjunct faculty for 12 years. He holds memberships in the Broward County Bar Association, the
National District Attorneys Association, and the Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association. He
also serves on the Code and Rules of Evidence Committee for The Florida Bar.
Poliakoff is a founding principal of Becker <Sr Poliakoff, P.A. He has devoted a significant part
of his career to the practice of community association law and is considered one of the fore
most authorities on the subject. Recognized internationally as an authority on common inter
est ownership housing, he has taught Condominium Law and Practice since 1984. Poliakoff
has also established himself as a municipal attorney. He assisted his own town of Southwest
Ranches through their incorporation process and now serves as its town attorney. He also is on
the Board of Governors of the Shepard Broad Law Center. •

Law Center Graduates Awarded Bar Scholarships

of Homeland Security; Everglades Law Center; FBI; Guardian Ad Litem; Hollywood City
Attorney's Office; IRS; Legal Aid Service of Broward County; Legal Services of Greater
Miami; NSU Juvenile Mediation Program; Pompano Beach City Attorney's Office; Public
Defender's Office—Broward and Miami-Dade counties; Put Something Back Pro Bono Proj
ect—Miami-Dade County Legal Aid; Staff Attorney's Office for the 17th Judicial Circuit;
State Attorney's Office—Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties; United States
Attorney's Office—Southern District of Florida; and Women in Distress. Representatives
educated students on nonprofit, judicial, and government organizations and recruited stu
dents for summer internships. The Law Center is one of only a few law schools in Florida
that organizes such an event. Current and former students agreed that it was one of the best
law days to date. Special thanks to the 23 NSU Law Alumni who participated and informed
current students about public interest law. •

Family and Friends Day

The Student Bar Association at
the Shepard Broad Law Center
held its annual "Family and
Friends Day" on Saturday, Sep
tember 13. Faculty members
held mock classes and judged
the student organization food
competition. The event was
formerly known as "Parents
and Partners Day."

(L to R:) Andrew Bullock '08, award recipient; General Magistrate Philip Schlissel '78, president,
NSU Law Alumni Association; Eric Block '85, benefactor; Michelle Bonder '08, award recipient;
Bernard T. Moyle '84, benefactor; and Joseph D. Harbaugh, former dean, celebrate the awarding of
this year's Bar Scholarship Fund.

Through the charitable gifts of two alumni donors, Bernard T. Moyle '84 and Eric Block '85,
and because of the generosity of our faculty, the Bar Scholarship Fund was established to provide
monetary assistance during the 11 weeks of preparation for The Florida Bar exam. Joseph D. Har
baugh, former Law Center dean, graciously agreed to match any donations for this fund, and the
NSU Law Alumni Association joined in to support this important cause. It was important to all
the benefactors that the new graduate concentrate fully on his or her studies. In order to qualify
for this award, the graduate had to have a satisfactory grade point average, be able to demonstrate
a need, forego employment between graduation and the Bar exam, and commit to supporting oth
ers in the future. While many excellent applications were received, we are pleased to announce
this year's award recipients—Andrew Bullock '08 and Michelle Bonder '08. (See page 11) •

Sports Law Symposium
The First Annual NSU Sports Law Symposium, "The Growth of the Florida Sports Market,"
was held on April 5 at the Law Center. The event was co-sponsored by The Florida Bar Enter
tainment, Arts, and Sports Law Section (EASL). •

Judicial Independence Committee Thanks NSU
The Florida Bar Journal, June 2008 edition, includes a thank you from the chair of the Judicial

Independence Committee to Nova Southeastern University's law school students for their work
on a compendium titled "Contemporary Issues and Judicial Independence Internationally." •

Public Interest Law Day
The 16th annual public, interest law day attracted more than 25 public interest and govern
ment agencies including the American Civil Liberties Union; Administrative Office of the
Courts—Domestic Violence Division; Attorney General's Office—Children's Legal Services
Division; City Prosecutor for Fort Lauderdale; Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida;
Coral Springs City Attorney's Office; Department of Children and Families; Department

Students Visit Supreme Court
(From left:) Jason Sherman, Meredith Berger, Susette Luis, Jennifer Smith, Distinguished
Visiting Professor of Law Tim O'Brien, Josh Alper, Genny Castellanos, Michael Pascucci,
and Anthony Stella

Law students in visiting professor Tim O'Brien's constitutional decision-making class
visited the U.S. Supreme Court in March.
The eight students observed oral arguments in the case of Rothgery v. Gillespie County,
TX, on March 17. The case asks the court to decide at what stage of the criminal justice
process the right of indigent defendants to be entitled to court-appointed lawyers at
state expense begin to become effective. The group also met William Suter, the clerk
of the U.S. Supreme Court.
O'Brien is a distinguished visiting professor of law at the Shepard Broad Law Center
and the former chief ABC News correspondent at the U.S. Supreme Court.•

The Student Bar Initiative (SBI)
by Kimberlee Otis

The Student Bar Initiative (SBI), a student run organization, was founded by three 2L students
in 2005 for the particular purpose of improving the NSU Law Center Bar exam passage rate.
The goal of the organization is to have every member pass the Bar exam on his or her first try.
Students are encouraged to sign a membership pledge form that acknowledges their goal as
becoming an active member of the legal community. They are then placed on SBI's email distri
bution list to keep abreast of upcoming events. Through lectures, seminars, and luncheons, SBI
provides supplemental bar review materials to prepare members for the Bar exam. In the past,
SBI has paired with Kaplan/PMBR to offer multiple choice seminars, welcomed a speaker to
lecture on passing the bar "From the Perspective of a Bar Grader," and hosted luncheons where
NSU Law Center graduates spoke about their "Secrets to Passing the Bar."
Since its inception, SBI has relied on funds from the Student Bar Association and
alumni and faculty member donations to run its programs, in lieu of charging member
ship dues. For more information on the Student Bar Initiative, please contact Kimberlee
Otis, president, at otisk@nsu.law.nova.edu or Phyllis Coleman, faculty adviser, at
colemanp@nsu.law.nova.edu. We sincerely appreciate your financial help in continuing
this important organization. •

Law Center Hosts Visiting Professors from
Partner Universities
(From left:) Luca Marafioti, Cristina Gonzalez, and Zdenek Kuhn

The Shepard Broad Law Center welcomed distinguished professors visiting from its part
ner universities. Cristina Gonzalez is visiting from the University of Barcelona. She is
an expert on international private law and is also vice-dean of international relations
and research at the University of Barcelona. Zdenek Kuhn is visiting from Charles Uni
versity in Prague. He is an expert on comparative constitutional law and is also a Justice
of the Supreme Administrative Court in the Czech Republic. Luca Marafioti is visiting
from the University of Roma Tre. He is an expert on criminal procedural law. The Law
Center's international community and presence is growing due to the faculty members
and students that it sends to and receives from its specialized semester exchange pro
grams with partner universities in Barcelona, Prague, Venice, and Rome. •
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Summer Residential Institutes Held for Online
Master of Science Degree Programs
From July 11 to 13, the Law Center hosted the Online Graduate Programs' Residential
Institutes for the Master of Science in Health Law, Master of Science in Education Law,
and Master of Science in Employment Law programs for nearly 150 students. Part of the
institute included a health law celebration with keynote speaker Donald Webster, CEO
of the Florida Division of the American Cancer Society. In addition to the conclusion of
the Sixth Master of Science in Health Law class, the Law Center admitted 63 students
into its health, employment, and education programs. •

Clinical Programs

Law Center Holds Commencement
for 232 Graduates
Ray Ferrero, Jr., NSU president, (left) and Joseph Harbaugh, former Shepard Broad Law Center
dean, (middle) confer an honorary degree to Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, Chief Justice of
Pakistan. Tariq Hassan (right) accepted the degree on Chaudhry's behalf.

The Law Center held its commencement ceremony for 232 graduates at the BankAtlantic
Center in Sunrise on May 10. Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, who was removed as the Chief
Justice of Pakistan after refusing to ratify a presidential order to suspend Pakistan's constitu
tion, was awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws from NSU. Tariq Hassan, a distin
guished attorney and fighter for the rule of law, accepted the honorary degree on Chaudhry's
behalf and delivered the commencement address. Christopher Byrd was chosen by his peers
to be the student speaker at the ceremony. Ronald Brown served as the faculty speaker. I

2008 Commencement Address by Tariq Hassan Is
Published in the July Issue of Vital Speeches
The address by Tariq Hassan at the May 2008 NSU Law Center graduation was published
in the July issue of Vital Speeches, a highly regarded journal that prints the text of recent
speeches given by notable speakers on current national and international questions.
Vital Speeches has been influencing current thinking and publishing the best in oration
since 1934- Although there literally were thousands of higher education commence
ment addresses this year, Vital Speeches has selected but a handful to be preserved as
examples of the best presentations to graduates in a range of disciplines. •

L to R: Tim Arcaro and Brion Blackwelder, Law Center professors

The Children and Families Law Clinic received the Legal Aid Service of Broward County's Com
munity Advocacy Award for 2008. The award was presented to Brion Blackwelder, Law Center
professor and director, at the Seventh Annual LAS "For the Public Good" event in April.
Last semester, students in NSU Law Center's clinical programs were successfully placed in a
variety of host offices. Placements were made at NSU's in-house Children and Families and En
vironmental and Land Use clinics, the State Attorney's Offices, the Public Defender's Offices,
Warner Music, Motorola, the IRS, as well as private firms such as Adorno & Yoss, Becker &
Poliakoff, Broad & Cassel, and Holland & Knight. Placements were made throughout the state
of Florida as well as in California, Colorado, Georgia, New Jersey, and New York.
One of the International Practice interns assisted the Center for Justice and Accountability
(CJA) in Miami on a case in which the federal judge ordered a Peruvian officer to pay $37
million in damages to the plaintiffs and the estates of the deceased family members. The
Florida Board of Bar Examiners (FBBE) has a new rule regarding the Certified Legal Internship
(CLI) program.
Third-year students Joshua Eggnatz, Sahily Picon, and Eliza Poster, all certified legal interns
with the NSU Children and Families Clinic, worked on another exciting case. Eggnatz argued
that the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act compelled the Broward
County Circuit Court to recognize and enforce a Hungarian court decree entered pursuant
to the Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. The Children
and Families Clinic is representing a Hungarian national who has not seen her children in
four years due to no fault of her own. While more hearings will be required to determine the
ultimate outcome of this case, this was a solid step forward in our efforts to reunite parent and
child. The U.S. State Department referred this case to the clinic. •

Law Students Receive Scholarships From
T.J. Reddick Bar Association

Law students Karen Berger (left) and Meredith Chaiken-Weiss show the trophies they won at
the Worker's Compensation Moot Court Competition.

NSU Law Center's Moot Court Competition
Team Wins Best Brief Award
On August 18, the Worker's Compensation team of Meredith Chaiken-Weiss, 2L, and
Karen Berger, 3L, competed in the final round of the Worker's Compensation Moot Court
Competition against a strong Stetson University College of Law team. They lost in the
final round on a split decision, but brought home the Best Brief Trophy for the entire
competition, and received the 1st Runner Up Oralist Trophy. The competition was held
in Orlando from August 16 to August 19. There were a total of 14 teams competing. •

Discussion on Puerto Rico's Political
and Legal Status Held at NSU
The former governor of Puerto Rico was among the panelists for a discussion held on May
31 at the Law Center concerning the political and legal status of Puerto Rico. The panel
ists engaged in a spirited academic discussion and exchange of views on the possibilities
of resolving Puerto Rico's political status. Panelists included Pedro Rosello, former twoterm governor of Puerto Rico; Christina Duffy, professor of law, Columbia Law School;
Ediberto Roman, associate dean and professor of law, Florida International University;
and Anthony Suarez, former state representative to the Florida legislature and professor
of law, Barry University. •

On March 15, the T.J. Red
dick Bar Association held
its 19 th Annual Scholar
ship Banquet at the Sig
nature Grand Ballroom
in Davie with inspiring
keynote speaker attorney
Willie E. Gary. The event
was well attended by those
in the legal and business
community. The theme for
the evening was "Achiev
ing Greatness: Celebrating
Those on Their Way and
Those Already There."
During his keynote ad
dress, Gary announced that
he would give $100,000 in
scholarship funds to the T.J.
Reddick Bar Association.
Among the recipients were
two NSU law students, Emmanuela Charles, 2L, and
Edna Estime '08. Attend
ees at the banquet included
Florida Bar president Frank
Angones and numerous
Broward County Judges. I

From left: T.J. Reddick board member Alfreda Coward;
Nova Southeastern University law student and scholarship
recipient Emmanuela Charles; T.J. Reddick board member
Kim Coward, Esq.; and Nova Southeastern University law
student and scholarship recipient Edna Estime
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Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County

The Palm Beach County Alumni Chapter and the F. Malcolm Cunningham,
Sr. Bar Association hosted a reception and dinner featuring a panel discussion
on "What Civil Lawyers Need to Know About Criminal Law" with attorneys
Stephen J. Binhak, John Howe, Michael Salnik, and Michelle Suskauer on
Thursday, May 29, 2008, at the Marriott of West Palm Beach. The successful
event was enjoyed by all. •

Saturday, April 5, was a busy day for Palm Beach County law alumni as they
volunteered with Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County! •

Luncheons and Reception for New Graduates

Alumni and Friends Reception

To support new graduates sitting for The Florida Bar examination, senior
administrators traveled to Tampa to offer encouragement and nourishment
during the trying Bar ordeal. Lunch was offered on July 29 and 30, and a cel
ebration reception was held on the evening of July 30 for new graduates and
Tampa area alumni. •

Alumni and Friends of the Law Center celebrated on June 19 at the Boca Ra
ton Resort and Club during the annual meeting of The Florida Bar. •

Judicial Reception
Members of the judiciary and Broward and Palm
Beach counties alumni and dignitaries welcomed
Athornia Steel at a special reception held in his
honor at the Tower Club on October 17.

ifttf»iRMi
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1L Reception
The NSU Law Alumni Association hosted a welcoming reception honoring
Athornia Steele and members of the first-year class on September 24 at the
Law Center. •

(L-R:) Philip Schlissel '78,
president of the NSU Law
Alumni Association;
Athomia Steele, Law
Center dean
(Below L-R:) Mark Walters
'03, Marilyn Eisler-Friedman
'86, Scott Atherton '04,
Beverly Vesel '79,
and Angela Crandall '01
enjoyed the reception.

Broward/Palm Beach County Law Alumni Meet and Mingle
Law alumni from Broward and Palm Beach counties enjoyed happy hour
and networking at Dubliner Irish Pub in Boca Raton on November 12. •

Swearing in Ceremony
The date of September 23, 2008, will be forever ingrained in the minds of 56 new
graduates who were sworn into The Florida Bar at a special ceremony held that day
at the Law Center. The ceremony honored the recent graduates for accomplishing
their goal of becoming attornies, having successfully completed three rigorous years
of law school, a stringent character and fitness evaluation by The Bar, and the oftdreaded Bar exam. The Law Center had a total of 169 graduates (85.8 percent) pass
the July 2008 General Bar Examination.
Athornia Steele, Law
Center dean, set the tone
for the evening in the large
courtroom of the Law Cen
ter. He congratulated the
honorees and shared some
wisdom by stating, "One
of my favorite passages
comes from the Old Testa
ment prophet Micah. The
question is asked 'what is
expected of us,' and the
answer (paraphrased) is to

act justly—do justice, to seek mercy—love kindness, and to walk humbly—act with
humility." His moving speech ended with the statement, "As you take this momen
tous step, we, your teachers and now your colleagues, will be listening for your foot
steps resounding in the halls of justice."
Melanie May '81, 4th District Court of Ap
peal judge, presided over the official cer
emony and also addressed the graduates.
Janet Mosseri, associate dean of student af
fairs, called roll, and Broward County Court
judges Catalina Avalos '96 and Robert Diaz
'84 of the 17th judicial circuit led the Oath
of Attorney to swear in the graduates. Family,
friends, faculty members, and law school ad
ministrators cheered as the graduates' years of
hard work culminated in a welcomed mem
bership in The Bar. All enjoyed the celebra
tory reception.
Shepard Broad Law Center's bar passage rate was the fourth highest in the state of
Florida. New graduates welcomed to The Florida Bar on September 23 included
Lindsay Abernatha, Rayanne Babich, Sarah Barker, Laura Beason, Tina Beaumier,
Elizabeth Besade, Kristin Bianculli, Ami Boxer,
Benjamin Brauser, Andrew Bullock, William
Chorba, Mike Conageski, Kelly Corcoran, Ed
win Cordova, William Cunningham, Yahaira
Diaz, Maria Eisenberg, Erik Espinosa, Christen
Fay, Lorena Feldman, Matthew Fiorello, Joanne
Galipault, Travis Gates, Rachel Gray, Crystal
Hall, Scott Hutchens, Meaghan Kessler, Rian
Kinney, Scott Levine, Sherine Makar, Alexan
dra Marcoux, Mariya Markhasin, Michelle McIntyre, Radoyka Minaya, Dominique Miniaci,
Heidi Mohammed, Marcie Nolan, Marc Par
ish, Gabriela Prado, Jennifer Rolnick, Zachary
Rosenberg, Payal Salsburg, Sara Sandler, Ria
Sankar, Alan Schwartzseid, Kader Scull, Jeffrey
Seiden, Gabrielle Strauss, Cristina Sciortino,
David Sobel, Robin Trepanier, Nevada Tuggle,
Matt Tornincasa, Kara Vaval-Ferrier, Chad
Weiss, and Brett Yonon. •
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Nova Southeastern University
Mourns the Loss of Professor
Stephanie Feldman Aleong
It is with deep sadness
that

Nova

eastern

South

University

shares the news that
Stephanie
Aleong,

Feldman
a

beloved

friend, colleague, and
teacher to so many,
died

unexpectedly

on October 21, 2008,
after a difficult battle

regarded by faculty colleagues, students, and staff mem

work as a prosecutor in the area of prescription drugs was

bers, Aleong will be missed for her larger-than-life per

the basis of a novel and many periodical articles. From 1996

sonality, her wisdom, her enthusiasm, and her warm and

through 2000, she was an assistant state attorney for the

generous spirit.

Miami-Dade State Attorney's Office, serving in many units.

Aleong, an associate professor of law at the Shepard Broad
Law Center, directed the Master of Science in Health
Law Program, a program designed to teach to health care
professionals the ever-expanding web of law that controls
health practices. She taught Criminal Law, Remedies,

Her service included acting as the assistant chief of the DUI
Division in County Court and serving in the Career Crimi
nal Unit. During her tenure as a prosecutor, Aleong taught
Trial Advocacy for the U.S. Department of Justice in both
Honduras and Venezuela.

Women and the Law, and Lawyering Skills and Values I

Prior to joining the faculty at NSU, Aleong was a mem

and II in the J.D. program. Her scholarship focused pri

ber of the faculty of Emory Law School as an instructor in

marily on securing the prescription drug supply chain in

the Legal, Writing, Research, and Advocacy Program from

the United States. She also served as the adviser to NSU's

2002 to 2004. She also taught in the first-year Professional

Moot Court Society, a position that she cherished and

ism program at Emory and developed materials for the sec

used to mentor many students.

ond-year Trial Techniques program. During the summer of

with cancer. Aleong's

Aleong, a member of the American Society of Law, Medi

passing is a tremen

cine, and Ethics, was the recipient of a J.D. from Vanderbilt

dous loss to the en

University School of Law in 1996 and a B.A. from Vander

2003, she was a visiting professor at the University of Trier
Law School in Trier Germany, where she taught Legal Writ
ing in an international, bilingual program.

tire community. She

bilt University in 1993. She was the Moot Court Board's as

Professor Stephanie Feldman Aleong is survived by her

always

maintained

sociate justice for the First Amendment Competition at the

husband Neil, and her parents, Jack and Lorraine Feld

a very positive and cheery outlook, even in the direst of

law school. A member of The Florida Bar since 1996, she

man. A memorial service was held on Friday, October

circumstances. On October 8, she sent an email to her col

was a prosecutor for six years in the state of Florida. From

24, at Beth Israel Memorial Chapel in Boynton Beach.

leagues thanking them for their support and kindness and

November 2000 through July 2002, Aleong served as an as

Send any donations in the memory of Stephanie Feld

advised them, "I am a tough little bird, so I will undergo

sistant statewide prosecutor and the health care fraud pri

man Aleong to the Melanoma Research Foundation, 170

this therapy with a cheery heart and a smile, because 1

ority leader for Florida. She specialized in the prosecution

Township Line Road, Bldg. B, Hillsborough, NJ, 08844,

know I will get much better medical care that way!" Well

and investigation of racketeering in pharmaceuticals. Her

or make them online at www.melanoma.org.

Professor Stephanie Feldman Aleong presented "Crim

Professor Kathy L. Cerminara has been asked to serve

Professor Anthony Chase gave an inspiring talk in Sep

inal Law with a Health Law Twist" as part of the "What's Hot

on the legal panel of the Editorial Board of the Cambridge Dic

tember to the Craig S. Barnard Chapter of the American Inns

in Health Law for Those Who Don't Teach It" panel at the

tionary of Bioethics. This dictionary will be a comprehensive,

of Court about lawyers as portrayed in the movies. In August,

Southeastern Association of Law Schools (SEALS) annual

one-volume, international dictionary published by Cam

he spoke at the International Skills Conference hosted by

bridge University Press.

Bahcesehir University in Istanbul. The topic of his presenta

The

Editorial

tion was the role of narrative in U.S. skills training and prac

about

30

meeting held July 27-August 2 in Palm Beach.

Professor Catherine Arcabascio was interviewed by

dictionary,

Innocence Project. The April 27 article, "Turning Around
the involvement of the Law Center with the project's on
going cases.

•
Professor Timothy L. Arcaro's article, "Creating a Legal
Society to Support the Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction in the Western Hemisphere"

Kathy L. Cerminara,

has been accepted for publication by the University of Miami

Professor

of the Florida Putative Father Registry" has been accepted for
publication by Capital Law Review. Arcaro has agreed to write
the 2007 adoption chapter updates for the eighth edition of
Adoption, Paternity, and Other Family Practice published by

The Florida Bar. He is planning to submit two additional
law review articles for publication. The first article is on the
Jimmy Rice Act (Florida's sexually violent civil commitment
act) and whether the act violates the double jeopardy or ex

will

medical, one philosophi

Professor David Cleveland presented at the Rocky

cal, one specializing in

Mountain Legal Writing Conference in March. His pre

religious studies, and one

sentation, "Teaching About the Changing Value of Un

representing^ a variety of

published Opinions," deals with the issue of publication

other fields). The panels

and precedent and how faculty members teach those is

are responsible for ensur

sues, especially to first year students, in the legal research

ing a balance of disci

and writing contexts. Cleveland presented "Ending the

plines, generations and

Eta of Unprecedential Precedents" at the SEALS Annual

geo-cultural orientation

Meeting's New Scholars Workshop on Civil Procedure.

in developing a headword list and in assessing long entries

His talk examined the history of publication and prec

for the dictionary. Cerminara also participated in a panel dis

edent, arguments for acknowledging the precedential

cussion on Teaching Health Law at the American Society

value of all opinions, the U.S. Supreme Court's past treat

of Law, Medicine, and Ethics' annual Health Law Professors

ment of the issue, and the opinions of individual Justices

Conference at Drexel University in Philadelphia. She pre

on the issue.

sented a poster titled "Optometrist in Court: Summative
Evaluation of an Innovative Educational Program," at the
conference, which was funded by the President's Research
Grant program, as well.

post facto clauses of the Federal Constitution. The second ar

Cerminara is a member of the Mentor Committee for SEALS.

ticle is an overview of legal issues presented in child sexual

This is the committee that works on matching mentor volun

abuse cases in criminal and civil litigation.

teers from SEALS schools with new scholars who are par

•
Adjunct Professor Roshawn Banks, candidate for

tice. Chase was invited to speak at a follow-up conference
planned for 2010.

functioning

in panels (one legal, one

Injustice," covered the origin of the project, its goals, and

Adoptions: Providing Putative Fathers with Actual Notice

people,

oversee creation of the

the Miami Herald for her role in co-founding the Florida

Inter-American Law Review. His article, "No More Secret

Board,

Professor Leslie Larkin Cooney authored "Giving Mil
lennial a Leg-Up: How to Avoid the 'If I Knew Then What
I Know Now' Syndrome," published in Kentucky Law Journal,
Vol. 96, No. 4, p. 505, 2008.

ticipating in the annual New Scholars Mentor Workshops.

Professor Jane Cross presented her work-in-progress,

She served as a mentor for Professor Robert Steinbuch from

"The Mandatory Death Penalty in the Nova Caribbean

the University of Arkansas—Little Rock, William H. Bowen

Court of Justice: A New Phase in Commonwealth Caribbean

state representative, District 94, provided the keynote

School of Law, with respect to his draft article, "Kidneys,

Jurisprudence?" at the 2008 Southeast/Southwest People of

address for the 2008 graduates of City College. The com

Cash, and Kashrut."

Color Legal School Conference. The conference was hosted

mencement took place at the Wayside Baptist Church
in Miami on July 25. Banks was elected to the Broward
County Bar Association Board of Directors for 2008-2009
as a Western area representative.

•

The Hastings Center, a bioethics think tank in New York,
will be listing Cerminara as a contact for journalists or pol
icy makers who seek information about end-of-life decision
making issues in a briefing book it is publishing. Titled From
Assisted Reproduction to Stem Cells: The Hastings Center Bioeth

by the North Carolina Central University School of Law in
Durham and took place April 10-13. Cross wrote an opin
ion piece about the depiction of the Obamas on the cover
of the New Yorker which was published in the South Flori
da Caribbean News. The piece may be found at http://www
.southfloridacaribbeannews.com/story.asp?lD=4171 •

Professors Heather Baxter and Elena Langan present

ics Briefing Book for Campaigns, Journalists, and Policymakers,

ed "Justice Teaching and the Bill of Rights" at NSU's Lifelong

the book is intended to serve as a source of background and

•

Learning Institute on May 13.

reference material, as well as a contact list, about more than

Professor Michael Dale was lead teacher at a three-day

three dozen leading issues in bioethics. Her article, "A Pa

program for 88 lawyers on behalf of the Children's Law

per About a Piece of Paper: Regulatory Action as the Most

Professor Brion Blackwelder accepted a Community

Center, which represents children, in Los Angeles in mid-

Effective Way to Promote Use of Physician Orders for Life-

Advocacy Award for 2008 from the Legal Aid Service of Bro

March. He taught in the week-long 15th Annual Rocky

Sustaining Treatment," was accepted for publication by the

ward County on behalf of those involved with the Children

Mountain Child Advocacy Institute in Louisville, Colo

Journal of Legal Medicine. The article, co-authored by student

and Families Law Clinic.

rado, in mid-May and was lead teacher in the week-long

Seth Bogin, 3L, will appear in the April-June 2009 issue pub

Child Advocacy Program at Hofstra Law School in New

lished by the American College of Legal Medicine. Cermi

York in early June and at the Connecticut Commission on

nara presented at a continuing medical education session put

Child Protection training program for state and children's

on by NSU's College of Osteopathic Medicine. The topic was

lawyers at Yale Law School at the end of June. He also

Professor Marilyn B. Cane's article "Explaining 'Ex
plained Decisions': NASD's Proposal for Written Arbitration
Explanations in Arbitration Awards" has been published in
the winter 2008 edition of The University of Miami Business
Law Review. Ilya Torchinsky '07 co-wrote the article.

6

restrictive covenants in the practice of medicine.

updated his two-volume Mathew Bender text Represent
ing the Child Client in June. Dale was a lead teacher at a

program on behalf of the Parental Defense Alliance (the
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lawyers representing par

Gambling in Florida, was

Professor Joel MintZ has accepted an offer to publish

ents) in Salt Lake City in

published in 86 Florida

his article, "Taking Congress's Words Seriously: Towards A

September and a plenary

Historical Quarterly 434

Sound Construction of NEPA's Long Overlooked Interpreta

workshop

(2008). His article on

tion Mandate," in the journal Environmental Law. In addi

leader at the 12th An

the future of gambling

tion, a 175-page supplement to one of his casebooks, Grad

nual National Juvenile

in Florida has also been

and Mintz, Cases and Materials on Environmental Law (Lexis-

Defender

speaker

Michael Dale,
Professor

and

Leadership

published. The cite is:

Nexis, 2000) was released for use by adopters of the book in

Summit in New Orleans

"The

the fall term. Mintz was also one of a dozenU.S. law professors

on October 25, talking

Florida Gambling Com

who co-signed an amicus brief to the U.S. Supreme Court on

on the topic of Ethi

pact," 12 Gaming L. Rev.

questions of justiciability and ripeness raised in Summers v.

cal Issues in the Repre

13 (2008). His law re

Earth Island Institute, a case to be decided by the court in its

sentation of Minors in

view article on the Col-

2008—2009 term.

Juvenile

Delinquency

Cases. He and Professor

2007

Seminole-

Robert Jarvis,

Iyer Brothers was cited

Professor

'n

Michael Flynn ran their

"Roffman v. Knicker

bocker Plaza Associates,"

16th Annual NITA Florida Deposition Program October

2008 WL 919613 (S.D.N.Y. 2008). His law review article

16-18 at the Law Center. Dale's 18th Survey of Florida

on Rule B maritime attachments was cited in "Novoship

Juvenile Law will be published in the first

book of this

(UK) Ltd. v. Ruperti," 2008 WL 2519912 (S.D.N.Y. 2008),

year's Nova Law Review. He will be teaching in a three-day

and "DSND Subsea AS v. Oceanografia, S.A. de CV," 2008

NITA Training Program for lawyers in domestic violence

WL 3020856 (S.D.N.Y. 2008).

cases in Colorado in November, co-sponsored by the Jus

Mintz was instrumental in, and deserves recognition for, his
work on the reopening of EPA libraries. His book Enforce
ment at the EPA was quoted and cited in a recently published
edition of Glicksman, Markell, and Buzbee, Environmen
tal Protection Law and Policy. He was awarded a 2008-2009
President's Faculty Research and Development Grant for his
proposal "Supplementary Study of Enforcement at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency." His article, "Presidential

Jarvis spoke at the Fifth Annual Paul R Joseph Memorial Col

Leadership and the Challenge of Global Climate Change,"

loquium. This year's topic was "Deconstructing Humor: Why

•

will be published in January 2009, in a symposium issue of the

We Laugh." He delivered a paper at The Florida Bar's 2008

Environmental Law Reporter," on the theme of advice for the

Professor Olympia Duhart's editorial in the Miami Herald

Maritime Law Update Seminar in Fort Lauderdale in May

incoming administration on environmental issues. An update

tice Department.

concerning the plight of wrongly convicted former prisoner
Alan Crotzer was published in April. Duhart's piece called
on the Florida Senate to compensate Crotzer for the years he

on the topic of "Gambling Debts at Sea." He organized and

that he wrote to his 1995 treatise, State and Local Government

moderated a panel at the SEALS Annual Meeting in Palm

Environmental Liability, was recently accepted for publication.

Beach in July 2008 on "Writing Your Law School's History:

It will be released this fall by Thomson/West.

A How-to Guide." He appeared on the CBS Channel 4 Eve

spent in prison under a wrongful conviction.

ning News on May 6 in a segment about a proposal to split

•

Florida into two new states, and was quoted in Lawyers USA,

Professor Anthony Niedwiecki was elected to serve on

Professor Pearl Goldman authored "Legal Education

the Daily Business Review, the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, the

the Board of Directors for the Association of Legal Writ

and Technology II: An Annotated Bibliography" pub

Florida Times-Union, the San Diego Union-Tribune, the Miami

ing Directors. The as

lished in the August issue of the Law Library Journal. It

Herald, the Palm Beach Post, the National Jurist, and the Na

sociation and the Legal

cites the scholarship of many current and former Law Cen

tional Law Journal.

Writing
the

ter colleagues and is available at www.aaIlnet.org/products

Institute

primary

are

profes

sional organizations in

/pub_llj_v 100n03l2008-22.pdf.

•

Professors Judith Karp and Eloisa Rodriguez-Dod

the legal writing field.

discussed "How to Become a Law Professor" at a luncheon for

Niedwiecki, who is run

Professor Colleen Grady was featured in the Miami Her

students during the Hispanic National Bar Association Moot

ning for Oakland Park

ald in April in an article about her career, academic successes,

Court Competition held inNew York City.

City Commission seat 4,

and family life.

held his first

•
Professor Joseph D. Harbaugh presented his 25th an

Assistant Dean of Career Development Robert
Levine was quoted in an article titled "Career Training" that

nual Practicing Law Institute (PLI) Negotiation Workshop

appeared online at MSN's Encarta® Web site.

for Lawyers to more than 170 attorneys representing larger
and smaller firms; corporate law departments; and federal,
state, and local government agencies. Over the years, ac
cording to PLI, more than 4,000 lawyers have attended his
intensive, one-day, interactive seminar. He also presented
two-day workshops for partners, associates, and summer
associates at Briggs and Morgan, Minneapolis; Shearman
& Sterling, New York; and Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale
and Dorr in Washington, D.C. Harbaugh began his 19th
year as the representative of the Association of American
Law Schools (AALS) in the American Bar Association
(ABA) House of Delegates at the ABA Annual Meeting
in New York.

"Adopting a no-laptop policy." Levy was appointed a contrib
uting editor for the Legal Writing Blog as the "Scholarship
Dude" at the Legal WritingInstitute conference held in Indi
anapolis in July. The blog can be found at http://lawprofessors
.typepad.com/legalwriting/. He is responsible for reporting on
recent publications of relevance to the legal writing com
munity. Unlike the legal writing institute listserv, which is

Professor

Rose Ann Flynn at their
Oakland Park home.

Adjunct Professor Gary A. Poliakoff participated in a
luncheon roundtable discussing "UCIOA (Uniform Com
mon Interest Ownership Act)—The Alternative to Florida
Statutes Chapter 718—Is It Time?" at the University of
Maryland School of Law's 33 Institute on Condominium and
Cluster Development held on October 17 and 18, 2008.

a very active source of information, but is only accessible to

•
Associate Dean Gail Levin Richmond was reappointed

Adjunct Professor Ross Hartog served as a judge

expertise that exists within the community. At this summer's

in a mock U.S. Supreme Court argument concerning a

Legal Writing Institute conference, Levy received an award

bankruptcy case known as Florida Department of Revenue

from the institute for his work as editor in chief of the Journal

v. Piccadilly Cafeteria, which was argued before the U.S.

of the Legal Writing Institute.

for the 2008-2009 term as Vice Chair of the American Bar
Association's Tax Section Committee on Publications. She
was a speaker at the ABA Section of Legal Education and Ad
missions to the Bar Law School Administration Committee
meeting. Her panel covered "Strategic Change as Impacted
by the ABA Standards and Regional Accreditors." She also

Supreme Court on March 26, 2008. The practice argument

facilitated a roundtable on part-time programs. Richmond was

Professor Michael Masinter's article, "Universities Must
Understand ADA Restoration Act's Impact," was published
by the Disability Compliance Bulletin in April. Masinter was

•

Michael Flynn and wife

legal writing professors, his goal for the blog is to use it as
writing, and more important, practitioners, know about the

Eric Brunstadt.

Anthony Niedwiecki,

March 2008 issue of the National Jurist about law professors

•

actual appearance before the Supreme Court by attorney

in March. The event
was hosted by Professor

Professor James Levy was featured in an article in the

an outreach tool to let academics outside of the field of legal

took place at the Law Center in March, just prior to the

campaign

and fund-raising event

also quoted in a Chronicle of Higher Education story on the

Professor Kimberly Hausbeck's article, "The Little En

Americans with Disabilities Act and was interviewed by the

gine That Could—The Success of the Stewardship Contract

Tampa Tribune.

elected to a five-year term as secretary/corporate compliance
officer at the SEALS Annual Meeting, and was a panelist for
a session entitled "The Law Professor as Administrator." She
completed a chapter on tax research for the next edition of
the ABA Tax Section's book on effectively representing your
client before the IRS. Richmond was asked to be the AALS
representative on the joint ABA/AALS site inspection team

ing Authority," has been selected by the U.S. Forest Service

for George WashingtonUniversity.

to be distributed to members of Congress and the GAO who

Professor Jani Maurer presented the first

support the Stewardship Contracting Authority and the work
completed under its auspices.

lecture in the Residents'

•

Lectures Series. Her lec

Professor Robert M. Jarvis appeared on a segment

ture, "Who Can Legally

•
Professor Michael Richmond spoke at and moderated a
discussion concerning misconduct in the law school admission
process during an LSAC conference held at Marco Island.

Make Decisions for Pa

of CNN's 360° with Anderson Cooper. The focus of the

tients?" was held on Oc

interview was on the legality of Representative Rob

tober 3 and October 10 at

ert Wexler's home and the constitutional requirements

NSU's Health Professions

regarding a home for a member of the House of Repre

Professor Bruce Rogow was interviewed by the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel, Overlawyered, and St. Petersburg Times.

Division.

sentatives. The segment is at www.cnn.com/video/7lvideo
ar

Professor Jendayi Saada presented her work-in-progress,

ticle, "Lawyer Liability for Bad Business Advice," was pub

"Minorities and the Bar Examination," at the 2008 South

/politics/2008/08/01/zarrella.wexler.florida.cnn.

Jarvis'

lished in 82 Florida Bar Journal 64 (July/August 2008). His

Jani Maurer,

review of Donald Spencer's new gambling book, History of

Professor

east/Southwest People of Color Legal School Conference.
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Professor John Sanchez authored "The Vesting, Modi

Assistant Dean and Director of the Law Library

which planned the Conference for Associate Deans held in

fication,

and Technology Center Lisa Smith-Butler spoke on

Englewood, Colorado, June12-15, 2008. Steele led a session

Light of New Accounting Rules" published in the 2008 Em

the "Future of Academic Law Libraries" at the SEAALL/

on Measuring Progress and Success.

ployment Benefits Symposium issue of the John Marshall Law

LLSDC Conference held in Alexandria, Virginia, in

Review's summer 2008 issue.

March. Her article "Workplace Privacy: We'll be Watch

and Financing of Public Retiree Health Benefits in

•
Professor Florence Shu-Acquaye's book, Women, the
Law, and HIV/AIDS in Africa: A Conundrum for the Legis
lature'? is now available. She co-wrote the book with Dr.
Dora Mbanya and Dr. Stella Chungong, who provided the
book's first of six chapters. She participated in a book sign
ing at Books and Books in Coral Gables. Shu-Acquaye was
also instrumental in overseeing an African art exhibit "A
Continent of Cultural Treasures" that was displayed in the
Alvin Sherman Library in February and March. She gave a
work-in-progress presentation at the 2008 Southeast/South

ing You" was accepted for publication in the Ohio Northern
Law Review. She and Meg Kribble, Emerging Technology
and Reference and Instructional Services Librarian, spoke
at the American Association of Law Libraries annual con

•
Professor Jim Wilets' article, "A Comparative Perspective
on Immigration Law for Same-Sex Couples: How the United
States Compares to other Industrialized Democracies," was
published at 32 Nova Law Review 327 (2008).

ference held in Portland in July. Kribble presented pro
grams on "Energize! Teleporting to Second Life: Exploring
the Legal and Library Communities in a Virtual World,"
and "Exploring Library 2.0: Stretching the Boundaries of
Virtual Reference Services." Smith-Butler and Kribble also
presented a program, "Marketing Your Library: Exploring
New Technologies to Create Evolving Newsletters That
Energize Your Patrons."

west People of Color Legal School Conference. Her work is
titled "United Nations Convention on the Elimination of

•

all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and Its Role in

Dean Athornia Steele served as a member of the Ameri

HIV/AIDS Prevention in Africa."

can Bar Association's Section of Legal Education and Admis
sions to the Bar, Law School Administration Committee,

CLASS ACTIONS

1977

Beverly Vesel has ac
cepted a two-year ap
pointment to serve on
the Executive Com
mittee of the NSU Law
Board of Governors.
She will be co-chair of
the Family Law Section
of the Broward County
Bar Association June
2008-June 2009 and
chair June 2009-June
2010. Vesel is past-pres
ident of the NSU Law
Alumni Association.

Honorable Alan Marks was mentioned in the Bro
ward County Bar Association (BCBA) Barrister, BCBA's
monthly publication, as having served as a "Ghost
of Christmas Future" to a packed crowd at a BCBA
membership luncheon in February. Marks, along with
several other area judges and attorneys, gave a pre
sentation about the past, present, and future of the
Lauderhill and Plantation Courthouses.

1978
General
Magistrate
Philip Schlissel pre
sented "Crunching the
Numbers in Your Pa
ternity Case: Creative
Ways to Present the
Best Financial Case
for Your Client," at The
Florida Bar's CLE "Shift
ing Focus: Dealing with
Paternity and Depen
dence Issues in Your
Family Law Practice"
held in September in
Fort Lauderdale. Schlissel is president of the NSU Law
Alumni Association.

1979
Gerald Greenspoon, co-managing partner of the law
firm of Greenspoon Marder, P.A., has been named
a "Super Lawyer" by Florida Super Lawyer maga
zine, an annual publication that recognizes the top
5 percent of attorneys
in the state. This is
his third year being
named.
Greenspoon
founded the firm with
Michael
Marder
26
years ago. Nationally
recognized for his ex
pertise,
Greenspoon
practices in real estate,
timeshare, and con
dominium law. He was
also the recipient of
a South Florida Busi
ness Journal Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2006. Additionally, he is a
founding trustee of the Fort Lauderdale Chamber of
Commerce. Greenspoon resides in Hollywood. He
received his B.C. from Sir George Williams University
in Montreal and a License in Laws from the University
of Ottawa.

1980
John R. Banister of Rutherford Mulhall, P.A., was re
cently elected vice-chairman of Gulfstream Goodwill
Industries. Gulfstream Goodwill is a nonprofit agency
dedicated to providing individualized rehabilitation,
training, and employment services for those in need
within the South Florida region.
Judge John Frusciante presented "How Did My Pa
ternity Case Wind Up in Dependency Court?: What Ev
ery Family Lawyer Needs to Know About Dependence
Court Practice" at The Florida Bar's CLE "Shifting Fo
cus: Dealing with Paternity and Dependence Issues in
Your Family Law Practice" held in September in Fort
Lauderdale.
Leslie W. Langbein of Langbein & Langbein, P.A., par
ticipated on a panel discussing "Fair Labor Standards
Act Certification and Decertification" at The Florida
Bar CLE "FLSA, FMLA, GINA, ADEA—It's All Alphabet
Soup: Emerging Issues for Today's Employment Law
Practitioner" in September in Hollywood, Florida.

Barbara A. Heyer was pictured in the Daily Business
Review as part of an article covering the $2.2 million
dollar settlement that Heyer negotiated on behalf of
her client against the city of Miami, stemming from a
complaint of wrongful imprisonment. Heyer and her
firm, Heyer & Associates, represented Jerry Townsend
in a five-year battle to recover compensation for
Townsend's 22 years wrongfully spent in prison.
Earl Moreland, Jr., state attorney, was a keynote speak
er for the Manatee County's Bar Association's 2008 Law
Day observance celebrating the Rule of Law.

1982
General Magistrate Karen Kallman was recently in
ducted into the Juvenile Justice Hall of Fame at the
Miami Juvenile Justice Courthouse.
Steven S. Newburgh of Arnstein & Lehr, LLP, has
been appointed by the mayor of West Palm Beach to
serve on the city's Water Advisory Task Force.

1983
Honorable Ellen A. Feld defeated Julio E. Gonzalez
(61.4 to 38.6 percent) in Broward County, Group 18.
Andrea Lobert Moore, executive director of Florida's
Children First, was given the Russell E. Carlisle Ad
vocacy Award for 2008 by the Legal Aid Service of
Broward County. Moore received the distinction for her
advocacy work in family and public interest law.
Roberta G. Stanley of Brinkley, Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley, Lunny & Crosby co-chaired the Seventh
Annual Breakfast of Champions for the Homeless.

1984
Anthony J. Carriuolo s
article, "Managing The
Case Can Mean Man
aging The Client," was
published in The Na
tional Law Journal on
July 7, 2008. Carriuolo
is with Berger Singerman in Fort Lauderdale
and concentrates his
practice on commercial
litigation, eminent do
main, and bankruptcy
litigation.

Susan Horovitz Maurer has been installed as presi
dent of the American Lung Association, South Area.
Maurer is currently the managing partner with Panza,
Maurer & Maynard, PA.
David W. Singer co-chaired the "Up the River Cruise"
charity fund-raiser that took place on July 17, 2008.
The event was held to raise money for the American
Cancer Society.

1981
Karen Burns returned to San Francisco after law
school, passed the California Bar, and took a job as
a Family Law Mediator in the San Francisco Superior
Court. She conducted court-mandated mediations
with parents who were divorcing or separating. Her
focus was custody and visitation only, so she got to
work closely with the children as well. After 22+ years,
she retired, took an apartment on the Cote d'Azur,
and went back and forth for three years. In 2007, she
gave up her San Francisco apartment and moved
"definitivement" to Vence, a small Roman-ramparted
village between Nice and Grasse in France. She
volunteers in the tiny English library, takes a weekly
French class, teaches a weekly English class, plays
boules five times a week, goes to concerts, and dines
in cafes with friends.

Honorable Renee Goldenberg defeated Kim
Mollica (63.1 to 36.9 per
cent) in the 17th Circuit,
Group 34, during the Au
gust 26 primary.
Christopher M. Neilson was installed as the
2008-2009
president
of the Broward County
Bar Association (BCBA)
Board of Directors on
June 12 at their annual
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meeting and installation dinner. He was also recog
nized in the BCBA Barrister for a well-reviewed turn
as Santa Claus during the BCBA's Young Lawyers'
Section Annual Holiday celebration. The February
event paired members of the YLS with local foster
care children from the community in a day full of toys
and pizza at the Fort Lauderdale Museum of Discov
ery and Science.

1985

Mindy F. Solomon was listed in the South Florida Le
gal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Govern
ment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based on
responses from their peers during an annual polling
of public sector law practitioners. Solomon is an as
sistant public defender at the Broward County Public
Defender's Office.

1988

criminal and appellate practice groups. She focuses
her practice in appellate law and juvenile justice.

1993
Honorable Susan Greenhawt co-chaired and lec
tured at a Florida Bar CLE seminar titled "How to Rep
resent Parents Accused of Child Abuse and How to
Effectively Use Mental Health Professionals in Issues
Involving Children."

Larry Bache authored "ERISA Should Be Part of Re
form Talks" published in South Florida's Sun-Sentinel
in June 2008.

Scott W. Rothstein. of Rothstein Rosenfeldt Adler
in Fort Lauderdale, has received the Broward Coun
ty Chapter of the Anti-Defamation League's Distin
guished Community Service Award.

Honorable Arlene J. Simon was a distinguished
guest speaker at a Broward County Bar Association
lecture luncheon.

William Carcioppolo, formerly a partner with Bunnell,
Woulfe, et al., has formed Heath and Carcioppolo,
chartered in Fort Lauderdale.

Nicole Caruso Seropian has joined Sachs & Sax in
the firm's Boca Raton office. Seropian practices in the
area of marital and family law.

1994

Chris Patterson has been named one of the top at
torneys in Florida for 2008 by Florida Super Lawyers
Magazine. Five percent of lawyers in Florida receive
the distinction annually, with Patterson also receiving
the distinction in 2006 and 2007. Patterson is board
certified as a Criminal Trial lawyer and practices in
Panama City Beach, Florida.
David C. Weigel was listed in the South Florida Legal
Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Government
Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based on respons
es from their peers during an annual polling of public
sector law practitioners. Weigel is an assistant state at
torney at the State Attorney's Fort Lauderdale office.

1986
Kevin P. Crosby is one of only 80 attorneys through
out the state of Florida to qualify for board certifica
tion in the area of intellectual property. Currently, there
are only eight attorneys in Broward County who are
board certified in intel
lectual property. Crosby
is a partner at Brinkley,
Morgan, Solomon, Tatum, Stanley, Lunny &
Crosby, LLP. He is the
co-author of the Florida
Law section of the In
ternational Trademark
Association's
Treatise
titled State Trademark
and Unfair Competition
Law. He practices in
the areas of intellectual
property protection and litigation, concentrating in pat
ent, trademark, copyright, and computer/Internet law.
He is registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office. He is admitted to practice before all
Florida state courts, the United States District Court for
the Southern (including Trial Bar) and Middle Districts
of Florida, and the United States Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh and Federal Circuits. He is a member of
the American Bar (Litigation Section), The Florida Bar
(Trial Lawyers' Section), and the Broward County Bar
Association, the American Association for Justice, the
International Trademark Association, and the South
Florida Intellectual Property Association.
Honorable Patrick A. Kokenge was listed in the South
Florida Legal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's
"Top Government Judges." Those listed were chosen
based on responses from their peers during an annual
polling of public sector law practitioners. Kokenge is
a supervisory administrative judge for the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunities Commission in Miami.
Denise M. Nieman was listed in the South Florida Le
gal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Govern
ment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based on
responses from their peers during an annual polling of
public sector law practitioners. Nieman is an attorney
for Palm Beach County.
Susan A. Ruby was listed in the South Florida Legal
Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Govern
ment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based on
responses from their peers during an annual polling
of public sector law practitioners. Ruby is the city at
torney for Delray Beach.

1987
Bunnie A. Lenhardt was listed in the South Florida
Legal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Gov
ernment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based
on responses from their peers during an annual poll
ing of public sector law practitioners. Lenhardt is an
assistant state attorney at the State Attorney's Office in
West Palm Beach.

1989
George R Beckwith has been appointed to serve as
the regional director of Children's Legal Services for the
Department of Children and Families' Northeast Region.
The region incorporates 4 circuits and 20 counties, in
cluding Jacksonville, Gainesville, and Daytona Beach.
The department's Children's Legal Services division in
cludes 350 attorneys statewide who work with children
and families in the dependency system.
Brenda Di loia is now starring in her own television
show. Speeders Fight Back premiered on truTV (for
merly Court TV) on Oct. 16 and features Di loia in her
role as chief traffic magistrate for Broward County.
More information on the show can be found at www
.trutv.com/shows/speeders_fight_back/index.html.

1990
Billie Jo Kaufman, associate dean for library and in
formation resources, American University, Washington
College of Law Pence Law Library, has been invited to
speak at the AALL/IALL China-U.S. Conference on Legal
Information and Law Libraries in China in May 2009.
David M. Paulus was listed in the South Florida Le
gal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Gov
ernment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based
on responses from their peers during an annual poll
ing of public sector law practitioners. Paulus is chief
of the Narcotics Division at the State Attorney's Office
in Miami.

0

Daniel J. Santaniello of
Luks, Santaniello, Perez,
Petrillo & Gold has been
appointed to the board
of directors of the Florida
Defense Lawyers Asso
ciation. He is the found
ing/managing partner of
Luks, Santaniello, Perez,
Petrillo & Gold with 35
attorneys and offices in
Boca Raton, Fort Lau
derdale, Miami, Talla
hassee,
Jacksonville,
Tampa, and Orlando. NSU graduates manage the firm's
seven offices. Santaniello has received MartindaleHubbell's highest rating for Legal Ability and Ethical
Standards and has been board-certified as a civil trial
specialist by The Florida Bar. He was a guest speaker
with Paul Jones '98 on A.M. Best Company's Insurance
Law podcast Episode 15, where he discussed liabili
ties issues related to rental car companies when ac
cidents occur causing injuries or death. The A.M. Best
Company Insurance Law Podcast can be heard on:
http://feeds.feedburner.com/lnsuranceLaw. Santaniello
and Jones also recently spoke to members of the In
surance Society of Philadelphia on Florida claims legal
and ethical updates.

1991
Arlene H. Lakin's article, "The Times, They Are AChangin'—Medicaid and Other Musings," was printed
in the Broward County Bar Association (BCBA) Bar
rister. Lakin is a Florida Bar board-certified elder law
attorney and the co-chair of the Elder Law Section.
Robin S. Moselle was
elected to the Broward
County Bar Association
board of directors for
2008-2009 as a western
area representative.
Cheryl
Zickler
has
joined the law firm of
Arnstein & Lehr LLP, of
counsel, in its Fort Lau
derdale office. She is
a member of the firm's

Louis Battista, a partner with Krupnick. Campbell,
Malone, Buser, Slama, Hancock, Liberman & McKee,
P.A., in Fort Lauderdale has been board certified by
The Florida Bar as a specialist in civil trial law. Board
certification recogniz
es attorneys' special
knowledge, skills, and
proficiency in various
areas of law, profes
sionalism, and ethics
in practice. Battista has
served on the board of
directors for the Florida
Justice Association, the
Broward County Bar
Association, and the
American Association
for Justice. He practices
in the field of personal injury and wrongful death and
is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He is also treasurer
of the NSU Law Alumni Association. Battista resides in
Davie, Florida with his wife and three children.
Edwina V. Kessler was elected to the Broward County
Bar Association board of directors for 2008-2009 as a
central area representative.
Gregg Rossman was listed in the South Florida Legal
Guide for 2008 as one of the region's "Top Govern
ment Attorneys." Those listed were chosen based on
responses from their peers during an annual polling
of public sector law practitioners. Rossman is an as
sistant state attorney at the State Attorney's Fort Lau
derdale office.

1995
Gary L. Brown joined Weiss, Serota, Helfman, Pastoriza, Cole & Boniske, PL., as a partner. He will serve as
chair of the firm's Fort Lauderdale construction litigation
group. Brown is board certified in Construction Law.
Ray Ferrero III was elected to the Broward County Bar
Association's board of directors for 2008-2009 as a
central area representative.
Sarahnell Murphy co-chaired the "Up the River
Cruise" charity fund-raiser, which took place on July
17, 2008. The event was held to raise money for the
American Cancer Society.
State Representative Ari Porth was listed in the South
Florida Legal Guide for 2008 as one of the region's
"top government attorneys." Those listed were chosen
based on responses from their peers during an annual
polling of public sector
law practitioners. Porth,
who is a state represen
tative for the areas of
Coral Springs, Tamarac, Lauderhill, Sunrise,
and North Lauderdale,
was formerly an assis
tant state attorney at
the State Attorney's Fort
Lauderdale office. He is
unopposed in the No
vember election's state
legislature race.
Nick Thompson has been appointed to the position
of special assistant and legal counsel to the president
of Edison College. Thompson will direct Edison's gov
ernmental affairs and legislative advocacy programs.
He will also provide legal advice on policy issues while
serving as a liaison to local, state, and federal officials.

1996
Honorable Catalina Avalos was mentioned in the
BCBA Barrister as having served as a "Ghost of Christ
mas Future" to a packed crowd at the BCBA member
ship luncheon in February. Avalos, along with several
other area judges and attorneys, gave a presentation
on the past, present, and future of the Lauderhill and
Plantation Courthouses.
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Andrew Weinstein is the founder of the Weinstein
Law Firm, a personal injury law firm located in Coral
Springs, Florida. The firm represents those injured due
to auto accidents and handles other types of personal
injury cases throughout South Florida communities.

1997
Michele Kane Cummings took office July
1 as second vice presi
dent of The Florida Bar
Foundation, astate-wide
charitable organization
that
fosters
lawrelated public service
programs on behalf of
Florida's legal profes
sion. Cummings heads
the family law practice
group at Ruden, McClosky, Smith, Schuster
& Russell, P. A. She serves as a representative to the
American Bar Association House of Delegates and
has served on the executive council of the Family
Law Section of The Florida Bar. She also previously
served as chair of the Judicial Nominating Commis
sion of the 17th Judicial Circuit and as president of
the South Broward Bar Association and of the NSU
Law Alumni Association. A former member of the
Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, Cummings
chaired the board's communications, access, and
program evaluation committees, and was a member
of the executive committee. A fellow of The Florida
Bar Foundation, Cummings serves on the founda
tion's executive, budget and finance, grant program,
and development committees. She has been a mem
ber of the board since 2002.
Dustin D. P. Delany recently completed his studies at
the Hugh Wooding Law School in Trinidad and Toba
go and was awarded the Legal Education Certificate
from the Commonwealth Caribbean's Council of Legal
Education. The Legal
Education
Certificate
qualifies him to prac
tice within all the Com
monwealth Caribbean
territories. Subsequent
to the completion of
his studies, Delany, his
wife Vanessa, and their
three-year-old son Riley
moved from Florida to
Barbados. In Barbados,
Delany joined the firm of
Clarke Gittens Farmer,
where he specializes in complex commercial litigation,
cross-border disputes, energy, and finance. In addi
tion to being admitted to The Florida Bar and multiple
federal courts throughout the United States, Delany
has been called to the Bar in Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
and Trinidad and Tobago.
Maureen Martinez-Schwab was elected to a twoyear term on the board of directors of the Palm Beach
County Bar Association. Schwab is a partner at the
Romano Law Group, where she practices in the areas
of personal injury, criminal defense, construction de
fects, wrongful death, medical malpractice, business
litigation, and commercial litigation.
Todd R. McPharlin was elected to the Broward Coun
ty Bar Association's board of directors for 2008-2009
as a central area representative.
Jonathan M. Streisfeld's article, "We're Back: The
Appellate Court Said You Didn't Find Anything," was
published in the April 2008 issue in The Florida Bar
Journal. Streisfeld is a partner with Kopelowitz Ostrow,
P.A., where he concentrates his practice in commer
cial litigation and appellate representation.

1998
Pelayo Duran of the Law Offices of Pelayo Duran, Mi
ami, and Mercy Pina-Brito of Mercy Pina-Brito, P.A.,
Miami, were prominently featured in the August 18 edi
tion of the Daily Business Review's "Jury Verdicts and
Settlements" as plaintiff attorneys in the case Liliana
Perez et al. v. Quest Security Services, Frank Montejo,
and lleana Montejo.
Maria Jose Fletcher, supervising attorney and direc
tor of the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, spoke
on "Child Sex Slavery: A Domestic Phenomenon" at
the College of Law on the University of Tennessee—
Knoxville campus. Fletcher represented the women
and children whose testimony was instrumental in
convincing the U.S. Congress to pass the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000. She

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
is a founding member of the Freedom Network (USA)
to Empower Trafficked and Enslaved Persons and
an advisory board member of the National Network
to End Violence Against Immigrant Women. She has
spoken nationally and internationally on the themes
of immigration, domestic violence, human trafficking,
and advocacy.

B

Paul
Joneswith
was aDaniel
guest
speaker
Santaniello '90 on A.M.
Best Company's In
surance Law Podcast
Episode 15, where he
discussed liabilities is
sues related to rental
car companies when
accidents occur that
cause injuries or death.
The A.M. Best Compa
ny Insurance Law Podcast can be heard on: http://feeds.feedburner.com
/InsuranceLaw. Santaniello and Jones also recently
spoke to members of the Insurance Society of Phila
delphia on Florida claims legal and ethical updates.
Jones is board certified in civil trial by The Florida
Bar.

Jane McGill has joined the law firm of Rosenthal, Levy
& Simon, P.A., as an associate at the firm's West Palm
Beach office. McGill's practice is focused primarily on
worker's compensation litigation. She joined Rosen
thal, Levy & Simon af
ter spending 12 years
as an educator in the
Miami-Dade and Palm
Beach County School
Districts. She also oper
ated her own insurance
company for nearly a
decade. She is a mem
ber in good standing of
the Florida Bar Associa
tion and the Palm Beach
County Bar Association.
McGill is a member of
the Palm Beach County Justice Association and the
Florida Justice Association as well.
Jose Luis Rodriguez was appointed by Charlie Crist,
Florida's governor, to serve as a commissioner on the
Florida Elections "Commission for a three-year term.
Rodriguez currently serves as assistant deputy direc
tor of the South Florida Water Management District.

1999
Jessica (Garcia) and Andrew Brown welcomed a
new daughter, Lauren Elizabeth Brown, into their fam
ily on January 29, 2008. Lauren Elizabeth weighed 7
lbs., 7 oz. and measured 19 inches.

Temple Fett Kearns was recently elected partner by
her colleagues at Shutts & Bowen. Kearns is a mem
ber of the business litigation group at the firm's Fort
Lauderdale office.
Neil Rambana of Rambana & Ricci Immigration Attor
neys in Tallahassee was elected vice president of the St.
Maarten Foundation and appointed to the board of di
rectors of the Girl Scout Council of the Apalachee Bend.

2001
Michael Richard Bond exchanged wedding vows
with Mariena Sarah Sweeney on August 23. Bond is
a partner at Kutak Rock Law Firm, LLP, in Fayetteville, Arkansas.
Ivan J. Kopas has joined Adorno & Yoss, LLP, in their
Las Olas office in Fort Lauderdale. Adorno & Yoss
is the largest certified minority-owned law firm in the
United States. Kopas regularly handles intellectual
property matters including trademark and copyright
infringement actions, as well as general commercial
litigation and appellate and trial support.
Elizabeth Ricci of Rambana & Ricci Immigration Attor
neys in Tallahassee wrote "Citizens and Immigrants," a
section of the Florida Guide for Pregnant Teens: A Le
gal Guide for Pregnant Teenagers in Florida and "Wit
ness Protection: Effectively Representing a Jehovah
Witness Applicant for Naturalization."
Elisha D. Roy provided the welcome and opening
remarks at the recent Florida Bar CLE seminar titled,
"How to Represent Parents Accused of Child Abuse
and How to Effectively Use Mental Health Profession
als in Issues Involving Children." Roy also co-moder
ated the question and answer section of the seminar.
She is an associate with Sasser, Cestero & Sasser,
P.A., in West Palm Beach.
Grey Tesh of AAA Criminal Defense.com has become
president-elect of the Florida Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, Palm Beach Chapter.

2002
Robert N. Hartsell of the Everglades Law Center led
the discussion on "The Ever-Changing Landscape of
Land Use" at The Florida Bar CLE seminar titled, "Hot
Topics in Environmental and Land Use Law." The sem
inar covered new cases and trends in land use law,
as well as analysis of revisions of the Growth Manage
ment Act and current legislation in the Florida legisla
ture that could affect practice in this area.
Sandra E. Krumbein presented "Contract Cancella
tions—ILSFDA as Sword and Shield: Protecting Consum
ers or Destroying Developers" at the University of Miami
School of Law's 33rd Institute on Condominium and Clus
ter Development held on October 17 and 18, 2008.
Jason D. Montes ran
for Circuit Court judge
in Hillsborough County,
Florida, 13th Judicial
Circuit, Group 1.

Rebecca G. DiStefano has joined Greenberg Taurig,
LLP, at their Boca Raton office as a shareholder. DiStefano's practice is concentrated in the areas of securities
regulation, corporate finance, corporate governance,
private equity and venture capital, broker-dealer com
pliance, and mergers and acquisitions law.

Chris Brown and Caroline Brown 01 recently wel
comed a new son, Samuel Alexander Brown. Born
August 23, 2008, Samuel weighed 7 lbs., 2 oz. and
measured 18 inches.
Scott P. Chitoff has become a partner with the law
firm of Brinkley, Morgan,
Soloman, Tatum, Stan
ley, Lunny & Crosby,
LLP. Chitoff also recent
ly hosted law students
and faculty members
from Anglia Ruskin Uni
versity in Chelmsford,
England in conjunction
with an exchange pro
gram hosted by NSU's
undergraduate college.
He and several of his
colleagues discussed
the differences between the English and U.S. legal
systems, the "day in the life" of a U.S. lawyer, and
the rigors of a U.S. law practice. Chitoff was elected
president of the Young Lawyers Section of the Bro
ward County Bar Association and was installed at the
2008-2009 annual meeting and installation dinner.
Erin L. Deady of Lewis, Longan & Walker, P.A., par
ticipated in the International Florida Coastal Law Con
ference in Miami. The conference addressed beach,
coastal, and marina permitting issues.

Bartosz "Bart" Ostrzenski was elected to
the Broward County Bar
Association Young Law
yers Section's board of
directors for 2008-2009.

2003
Marco D. Commisso has joined Sachs & Sax in the
firm's Boca Raton office. Commisso practices in the
areas of community association and country club law
and commercial litigation.
David Irwin has joined Kelley/Uustal in Fort Lau
derdale to develop a new admiralty and maritime
law department.

2004
Scott Atherton and Lauren Sokol Atherton 05 re
cently welcomed their first baby girl, Sydney Rose
Atherton. Sydney was born at 10:20 pm on May 13,
the same day as her grandfather, Blair Atherton, NSU's
executive director of institutional research. Sydney
weighed 8 lbs., 4 oz. and measured 21 inches.
Tattiana Brenes-Stahl joined Greenberg Taurig,
working closely with the Trusts and Estates Group
and the Global Tax Group of the firm, and is part of
the firm's national Fiduciary Litigation Group. She
concentrates her practice on probate, trust, and
guardianship litigation. She has represented corpo
rate, charitable, and individual clients in will and trust
contests and guardianship disputes at the trial and
appellate levels.
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Vanessa Casullo has joined the Weinstein Law Firm
and focuses on personal injury claims and cases.
She brings a broad base of experience and skills
in these areas. Originally from Miami, Casuilo was
born, raised and educated in Florida and is fluent
in Spanish. Her prior experience includes a position
as supervising assistant state attorney, prosecuting
Felony DUI Recidivist cases for the Broward State
Attorney's Office. She has extensive trial experience
that includes more than 60 trials as a former super
vising prosecutor.
Amy L. Cosentino presented, with Judge Victoria del
Pino, "How Did My Case Wind Up in Domestic Vio
lence Court?: The Interplay Between Paternity, Depen
dency, and Domestic Violence" at The Florida Bar's
CLE "Shifting Focus: Dealing with Paternity and De
pendence Issues in Your Family Law Practice" held in
September in Fort Lauderdale.
Bruce Epperson's article on life and controversy of
famed and reviled New York City urban planner Rob
ert Moses was published in the October 2007 issue
of Technology and Culture, the quarterly journal of
the Society for the History of Technology. Epperson's
article, titled "Eminence Domain: Reassessing the
Life and Public Works of Robert Moses" is available
online at http://muse.uq.edu.au/journals/technology
_and_culture/v048/48.4epperson.pdf.

2005
Laurie Stilwell Cohen has joined Rutherford Mulhall
in West Palm Beach. Cohen concentrates in commer
cial litigation, construction litigation, and land use law.
Emily Patricia Graham, co-authored "Inside Holly
wood: The Reel Path to Success in the Motion Picture
Industry," the lead article in the journal titled Inside
the Minds, ™ Entertainment and Media Law Contract
Strategies from Aspatore Books. Written with promi
nent entertainment attorney Richard Warren Rappaport and Hollywood producer Ken Atchity, the article
explains the legal issues and process in presenting
a screenplay through its initial development for pre
sentation within the motion picture industry. The jour
nal can be found on Amazon.com and http://www
. aspatore. com/store! bo okdetai is. asp? id=649.
Graham focuses her Coral Gables law practice on
business, intellectual property, and fashion and is a
faculty member teaching Business Law for the Fash
ion Design and Fashion Merchandising Departments
at The Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale.

2006
Evan Barrios has opened a new firm with business
partner Sebastian Poprawski in Fort Lauderdale. Poprawski & Barrios, LLP, focuses on cases involving
criminal defense, immigration and nationality law, per
sonal injury, and medical malpractice litigation.
Luis Guerra opened his firm, The Law Office of Luis
A. Guerra, P.A., www.guerralegal.com, in Fort Lauder
dale. Guerra concentrates on all types of cases re
lating to Naturalization
and Immigration Law.
He is a member of the
American Immigration
Lawyers Association.

Celebrating the Life of Judge Charlie Kaplan
NSU's Shepard Broad Law Center mourns the loss of Broward Circuit Judge Charles Kaplan '88, alumnus and board
member. Kaplan, 45 years old, was found in his home unconscious on Wednesday, October 15, and died later, ap
parently of natural causes. He served in the juvenile court, winning judicial election in 2006. During his 20-year
legal career, he worked very hard as a sex-crimes prosecutor, criminal defense attorney, and finally
kind" juvenile judge.

as a "strict but

"The entire South Florida legal community is saddened by this great loss," reports Athornia Steele, Law Center
dean, "none more so than his fellow directors on the board of the NSU Law Alumni Association and the many
NSU Law alumni who saw him daily at the courthouse. He was a champion for children and his passing will leave
a great void."
Kaplan was devoted to his three children, Emily, 9; Ben, 11; and Zachary, 14- He is survived by his children; his
parents, Sylvia and Daniel, of Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; and a sister, Laura Kaplan, a New York City artist.
Those desiring to send cards, please address them to Court Administration, Room 880, Broward County Judicial Com
plex, 201 SE 6th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301. They will be forwarded to the family. •

2008

David Katz joined the firm Hyatt and Weber, based in
Annapolis, Maryland, as an associate. His practice ar
eas include commercial real estate transactions, civil
and criminal litigation, and contract law. Before joining
Hyatt and Weber, Katz served as an assistant state's
attorney for Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Captain Dan Rakofsky, Pembroke Pines Police De
partment, was prominently featured in the South Flori
da Sun-Sentinel on June 22, 2008, in an article titled,
"Laying Down the Law... Again."

Christy Montoto has joined Kubicki Draper in Tampa
as an associate. She practices in the areas of automo
bile and premises liability, construction defects, mold,
trucking, products liability, and medical malpractice.

Jim Van has joined Cowden Law in its North Palm
Beach office as an associate, practicing immigration
and family law in addition to assisting in the firm's com
mercial litigation and personal injury business.

Grace M. Murillo joined Schwarzberg, Spector, Duke
& Rogers on the heels of completing a clerkship with
the Honorable Robert M. Gross at Florida's Fourth
District Court of Appeal. She graduated magna cum
laude and served on the Nova Law Review.

In Memoriam

Stephanie Barr Partlow has joined Sachs & Sax in
the firm's Boca Raton office. Partlow practices in the
area of community association law and foreclosures.
Joshua Rydell has opened his own firm in Fort Lau
derdale. His firm focuses on cases involving criminal
defense and personal injury litigation.

2007
Joanne Charles has been elected to serve on the
board of directors of the T.J. Reddick Bar Associa
tion, an organization that is dedicated to promoting
professional excellence among black lawyers and
increasing the enrollment of minority students in col
lege and law school. A member of the firm's Health
Law Practice Group, Charles is a former journalist,
editor, and health writer with experience in health
care marketing, patient publications, and public in
formation programs concerning hospital compliance
with federal and state laws. A 2004 Goodwin Fellow,
Charles was also editor in chief of the Nova Law Re
view and currently is a member of The Florida Bar
Association. The induction ceremony was held at the
Tower Club on July 22.
Cara L. Thomas is corporate counsel at Halvorsen
Holdings in Boca Raton, Florida. The article, "Butt Out!
Controlling Environmental Tobacco Smoke in Condo
miniums," that she completed while a third-year law
student, was published in Probate & Property in the
May/June 2008 edition.

Kerry R. Schwencke '81 passed away on April
17, 2008, at the Boca Raton Community Hospital.
Schwencke was a University of Florida graduate, with
a B.S. in Journalism and an M.A. in Real Estate. He
then received his J.D. from NSU. Schwencke prac
ticed real estate and tax law in South Florida for 27
years. He was a loving father and husband, as well as
an excellent golfer, serving as a member of the FSGA
golf board for several years. He was also a member of
the board of real estate at the University of Florida for
11 years. He guest lectured at UF from time to time,
something that he loved doing. A man of strong and
deep faith, he volunteered at St. Joan of Arc Catholic
Church for eight years as an usher. He is survived by
his wife, Marci; his sons Matt, John, and Ken; his fa
ther, Jack; his brother, Kim; and his two sisters, Chris
Sams and Karen DeJong.
Michael Lukasievich '87 passed away suddenly June
22, 2008, from a heart attack. Before obtaining his J.D.
from NSU, Lukasievich received his undergraduate
degree from the University of Miami, where he also
played linebacker and defensive lineman for the Mi
ami Hurricanes football team. He began his legal ca
reer in real estate law and later became board certified
in his practice area. Over the course of Lukasievich's
career,, he effectively represented mortgage bankers,
brokers, title agents, and many other important play
ers in the real estate and lending fields. Lukasievich
was also active in local and state-wide efforts to ef
fect legislation in those areas. He proudly served as a
traffic magistrate and as a hearing officer for Broward
County Value Adjustment Board as well.
Sheryl Perry Womack, serials and bindery coordina

Ilya Torchinsky co-wrote, with Law Center profes
sor Marilyn B. Cane, "Explaining 'Explained Deci
sions': NASD's Proposal for Written Arbitration Ex
planations in Arbitration Awards," published in the
winter 2008 edition of The University of Miami Busi
ness Law Review.

tor at the NSU Law Library and Technology Center,

Youri Yang is enrolled in the LL.M. program at the
University of Miami.

were all blessed to share part of our lives with her, and

(Continued from page 2)

An Open Letter on Donating
By Bernard T. Moyle '84, a proud graduate of the Shepard Broad Law Center,
Nova Southeastern University
My commitment to the bar scholarship was due to the generosity of my room
mate Ken Cooper and my boss Raymond Ray (now USBC, SD FL Judge) that I
was able to take an eight-week period of time prior to the Bar exam and focus
on passing the exam the first time. Ken was kind enough to waive my rent for
two months, and Ray was kind enough to pay me for several weeks and give me
a month of leave from my clerking position at Benson, Ray, and May (that's
Paul May, for whom there is a Florida Bar, Young Lawyers Section Award in
Memoriam). Needless to say, not only did I pass the Bar but, 1 did quite well
and had the immediate good fortune of becoming a partner in a small firm along

succumbed to cancer on September 29, 2008. Be
cause she worked at NSU for more than 25 years, she
touched the lives of many. Womack is remembered
as quiet, friendly, intelligent, hard-working, and always
willing to help others; in short, a perfect workmate. We
she will always live on in our hearts. •

with my mentor Bill Benson. Nova Southeastern provided me with a quality
education; Bill Benson, Raymond Ray, and Paul May provided me with an ex
cellent opportunity. Ken Cooper taught me how to study for the Bar and took
a great deal of the financial

burden off of me during that time period; and, that

was the beginning.
After practicing law for 18 years, I moved into the corporate world and took the
opportunity to run the operations and finance

division of Vantage Hospitality

Group, Inc., a company that I helped found in 1999. Vantage, through its two
brands, Americas Best Value Inn and Lexington, the 12th largest hotel branding
entity in the United States, has been recognized by Inc 500/5000 for the past
three years as one of the fastest growing privately owned companies in the U.S.
Through it all, there is not a day that goes by that I don't utilize my skills as an at
torney. If you too are interested in donating to this worthwhile scholarship fund,
please contact Eleanore Levy, (954) 262-2111 or eleanore@nsu.nova.edu. •

Ttoenty NSU Law Center Alumni, Faculty Members, and Administrators Gathered
in Washington, D.C., to Be Admitted to Practice Before the U.S. Supreme Court
The Law Center celebrated its first group to be admitted to the United States
Supreme Court. Twenty NSU Law Center alumni, faculty members, and senior
administrators met the necessary qualifications and were sworn in on Novem
ber 17, 2008. The induction ceremony was conducted by Chief Justice John G.
Roberts, Jr. Law Center professor Bruce Rogow served as movant for the group.
Tim O'Brien, distinguished visiting professor, was instrumental in coordinating
all activities with the Supreme Court administration. The group consisted of
lawyers of every age and experience level who came from New York, D.C., and
Florida. The general consensus was that hearing your name mentioned in the
Supreme Court is something that every lawyer should experience at least once.
Those participating included professors Heather Baxter and Olympia Duhart;
administrators Marilyn Eisler, linda f. harrison, and Janet Mosseri; and alumni
Antoinette Appel, Yvette Blackwell-Gomez, Mary Lisa Bobotas,
Lissette

Martinez-Gorman,

A.

George Gutierrez, Julie Hough,
Catherine Katona, Temple Kearns, Jacqueline Post Ladha, Fre
da Pflaum, Joseph Priore, Maritza

preme Court after the Election," with a discussion led by Athornia Steele, Law

Reyes, Louise Rognes-O'Brien,

Center dean; Rogow; and O'Brien. The event was well attended and included

Wendy Rounds, Marvin Schul-

Karen Grosby, dean of NSU's Center for Psychological Studies, and alumni

man, and Mary Lisa Williams.

from that center.

Organized by the NSU Law Cen

Prior to the swearing-in ceremony, inductees and their guests enjoyed a continental

ter's Office of Alumni and De

breakfast held in the U.S. Supreme Court West Conference Room—the Chief

velopment, the swearing-in was

Justices Chamber. This chamber displays the portraits of all of the United States

the culmination of two days of

Supreme Court justices. "One truly appreciates being in this nation's highest court.

activities in Washington, D.C.,

1 was inspired by the ritual, solemnity, and majesty of the building, the process and

that planners hope will become

the presence of the distinguished justices," stated Olympia Duhart, NSU professor

a biennial event. On the night

and inductee. Immediately following the Monday swearing-in ceremony, Chief

preceding the swearing-in cer

Justice Roberts joined the NSU Law Center inductees and their guests for a con

emony, the NSU Alumni Asso

gratulatory visit. Afterwards, the Curators Office provided a lecture on the history

ciation and the Shepard Broad

of the Supreme Court. The day was awe inspiring and humbling—an experience

Law Center hosted a networking

to be remembered forever. Celebrating the day together as representatives of Nova

event, "Supreme Decision: The

Southeastern University and the Shepard Broad Law Center made it truly special

Future of the United States Su

for the inductees and their families. •
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ON THE DOCKET
2008
December 21

Winter Graduation

2009
January 12

Winter Classes Begins

January 22

11th Annual Celebration
of Excellence

February 6

PILS Auction

February 11-14

Homecoming 2009

February 19

Public Interest Lay Day

March 21

Literary Feast 2009

LAW LIBRARY HOURS*
REGULAR HOURS:
Monday-Thursday.. 8:00 a.m.-midnight
Friday

8:00 a.m.-midnight

Special hours during holidays and

Saturday

9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

exams. For more information, call

Sunday

10:00 a.m.-midnight

(954) 262-6200.
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